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Purpose of the lesson/Why it’s important: 

To teach children that we all need our own personal space to move carefully around in, to feel comfortable, and in order not to hurt one another. 

Teaching examples: 

1. Take two dolls or puppet/stuffed animals and have them try to build their own separate block towers too close to one another.  They may knock over the other tower with a slight movement or while one is moving around their own tower they may easily hurt the other on accident.

2. Ask children what is going wrong and how can it be fixed?  If building a tower together is given, applaud that answer, but present the issue that one of the two really wants to build the tower all by themselves~ allow discussion and then close by saying, “let’s see how these two will work it out.”

3. Role-play one puppet telling the other that they are going to move over a little bit to give each other space.  Show the two successfully building their own tower. 

Child activities/Role plays:

Sing and move to the “Give Each Other Space” song

Follow-up/Reinforcement activities:

Sit down in our own space as the song ends and have a discussion~ Ask; “how does it feel to have space around you?”

Follow by coming together real close and sitting down~ Ask; “how does it feel to not have space around you?” 

Talk about how sometimes two people may want to be very close and that is o.k. but if our classmate wants their own space we have to move away a little or a lot and that it is also o.k to ask the teacher for help

Repeat song spontaneously when deemed appropriate with or without the dance

Praise students who give their classmate space when they ask for it

Be Kind Cool Tool Song:

Give Each Other Space

(sung to “The Farmer In The Dell” tune)

Have children gather in a circle, hold hands, and then

direct the group to bunch together by taking steps inward

Begin song 

We give each other space, we give each other space,

While holding hands, take steps backward to widen circle and stop 

once children’s arms are wide 

Hi ho the dairio, we give each other space

Have children drop their hands to their sides while letting go of each other

We now stand alone, we now stand alone, hi ho the dario, we now stand alone

Take steps backward while singing the next line 

Back up once again, back up once again, hi ho the dairio, back up once again

Lift arms slowly up in front of the body over the head and slowly let down to the side 

Repeat this action as you sing 

We all like our space, we all like our space, hi ho the dairio, we all like our space

Clap for a job well done to end the song

